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End-of-Summer Transition (and One More Thing) 
By B.J. Hutto, Pastor 
 

Friends, 
 

 Iõm not exactly sure how it happened, but itõs begun to hit me these last few days 

that summer is almost at its end. The Jaguars opened their preseason camp just a few 

days ago. The Gamecocksñsince I know that yõall want to knowñstart theirs on 

August 5. Both the churchõs children and our youth, here recently, have gone to and 

returned from Passport Camps. Grocery stores are beginning to stock school supplies, 

and everyone seems to be either getting back from a summer vacation or looking 

forward to a late one before itõs time to buckle down again. 

 As this summer comes to a close, we are also approaching the end of our churchõs 

program year. On September 1, church committees will turn over. Some members will 

roll off, and others will roll on. Some committees will have new chairs, and with that 

new leadership perhaps a new emphasis or direction. If youõre reading this, and youõre either rolling on or rolling off of 

one of these committeesñor even if youõre still serving on oneñthen thank you so much for your commitment to 

this church and its life! You are, collectively, the muscles that keep this whole place moving! 

 The other transition that will occur this month is that the church will begin a new financial year. If youõre unfamiliar 

with this, then I know that it might seem more intuitive for the churchõs financial year to run from January to December. 

However, because December is (almost universally) the most active month for church giving, it can also be a highly 

anxious month for folks responsible for monitoring and maintaining church budgets, as they spend their holiday season 

waiting to see what donations arrive at the last minute. Hence the shiftñat HAB and in many other congregationsñto run 

the financial year from September to August: By doing so, you put December in the middle of your calendar so that you 

have a clearer sense of how the giving during that time will shape needs and opportunities for the rest of the òyear.ó 

 As helpful as this is, there is also a side effect. If December is traditionally an extra-busy year for church giving (and for 

church life more broadly), August is not. As was noted above, families are largely occupied with other things during the 

summer months, and so the concern is thatñfocused on travel, rest, relaxation, and so onñthose familiesõ gifts do not 

come into the church as regularly as they might otherwise.  

 Friends, if volunteer hours and leadership participation are the muscles that keep HABõs body moving, then our 

financial gifts to the church are the fuel that allows that movement to happen. Theyõre what allow us to feed our neighbors, 

send our children and youth to camps, be nourished as we are in worship on Sunday mornings, and have facilities that we 

can share with our mission partners. Without these gifts, we simply canõt do all that we feel called to do as a family. 
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§Q^hb qeb Tloa tfqe vlrĂ¨ 

Sermons are available  

for download at 

www.buzzsprout.com/225151 

 

 

END OF YEAR APPROACHING ! 

Grpq ^ nrf`h objfkabo qe^q E>?¦p cfk^k`f^i  

year ends on August 31. If there are 

outstanding gifts that you have been 

meaning to send into the church this year, 

klt¦p qeb qfjbĂ (Also, remember that here 

at HAB, all gifts are considered 

 

Thank you... 
Thank you to everyone for all the prayers, cards and well 
wishes following my cervical surgery.  Everything went well!  
I am truly blessed by our gracious Lord.  ñMary Laurel 
Underwood 

 

 

 

 

News of the Church Family 

(B.J. Hutto, continued)  
 Therefore, as September approaches, please go back over your yearly giving and see if there are any gifts that your 

family needs to catch up on. If you have any questions about your giving this year or in years past, please reach out to 

Vickie or Darrell, our churchõs new financial administrator, in the church office (financial@habchurch.com). And, as 

always, òThank Youó to each of you for all that you are and all that you do. Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church has always 

been òA Place of Graceó within this community, and itõs because of you that it will always be one. 

Kind regards, 

B.J. Hutto 

 

New Spiritual Formation Group 

Companions in Christ  
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m. (Location TBD) 

 

You are invited to join 
our new spiritual 
formation group 
called Companions in 
Christ, which begins 
Tuesday, 
September 6, and is 
facilitated by Susan & 
Joe Stepp. 
Registration is now 
open, and we are 
looking for 10 
members to join the 
group. The deadline 
to register is August 
15, or until the slots are filled.  First session 
begins Tuesday, September 6, and runs for 28 weeks.  
We will have 10 sessions in the fall and the remainder 
beginning in January 2023.  Schedule is determined by 
facilitators and group members.  Participants must 
purchase their books and materials. Click on this link to 
sign up:  ƘǧǇǎΥκκǿǿǿΦǎƛƎƴǳǇƎŜƴƛǳǎΦŎƻƳκ
Ǝƻκрлул5п5!!!.но!!C9о-ŎƻƳǇŀƴƛƻƴǎ 

Welcome Darrell Mitchell  to our team!  As Vickie 
Landers plans to retire after 20 years of service, Darrell 
Mitchell becomes our new financial administrator.  Come by 
the church office and introduce yourself to Darrell and thank 
Vickie for her good work. 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/225151
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAAAB23AAFE3-companions
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAAAB23AAFE3-companions
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