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End-of-Summer Transition (and One More Thing) 
By B.J. Hutto, Pastor 
 

Friends, 
 

 I’m not exactly sure how it happened, but it’s begun to hit me these last few days 

that summer is almost at its end. The Jaguars opened their preseason camp just a few 

days ago. The Gamecocks—since I know that y’all want to know—start theirs on 

August 5. Both the church’s children and our youth, here recently, have gone to and 

returned from Passport Camps. Grocery stores are beginning to stock school supplies, 

and everyone seems to be either getting back from a summer vacation or looking 

forward to a late one before it’s time to buckle down again. 

 As this summer comes to a close, we are also approaching the end of our church’s 

program year. On September 1, church committees will turn over. Some members will 

roll off, and others will roll on. Some committees will have new chairs, and with that 

new leadership perhaps a new emphasis or direction. If you’re reading this, and you’re either rolling on or rolling off of 

one of these committees—or even if you’re still serving on one—then thank you so much for your commitment to 

this church and its life! You are, collectively, the muscles that keep this whole place moving! 

 The other transition that will occur this month is that the church will begin a new financial year. If you’re unfamiliar 

with this, then I know that it might seem more intuitive for the church’s financial year to run from January to December. 

However, because December is (almost universally) the most active month for church giving, it can also be a highly 

anxious month for folks responsible for monitoring and maintaining church budgets, as they spend their holiday season 

waiting to see what donations arrive at the last minute. Hence the shift—at HAB and in many other congregations—to run 

the financial year from September to August: By doing so, you put December in the middle of your calendar so that you 

have a clearer sense of how the giving during that time will shape needs and opportunities for the rest of the “year.” 

 As helpful as this is, there is also a side effect. If December is traditionally an extra-busy year for church giving (and for 

church life more broadly), August is not. As was noted above, families are largely occupied with other things during the 

summer months, and so the concern is that—focused on travel, rest, relaxation, and so on—those families’ gifts do not 

come into the church as regularly as they might otherwise.  

 Friends, if volunteer hours and leadership participation are the muscles that keep HAB’s body moving, then our 

financial gifts to the church are the fuel that allows that movement to happen. They’re what allow us to feed our neighbors, 

send our children and youth to camps, be nourished as we are in worship on Sunday mornings, and have facilities that we 

can share with our mission partners. Without these gifts, we simply can’t do all that we feel called to do as a family. 
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“Take the Word with you!” 

Sermons are available  

for download at 

www.buzzsprout.com/225151 

 

 

END OF YEAR APPROACHING ! 

Just a quick reminder that HAB’s financial  

year ends on August 31. If there are 

outstanding gifts that you have been 

meaning to send into the church this year, 

now’s the time! (Also, remember that here 

at HAB, all gifts are considered 

 

Thank you... 
Thank you to everyone for all the prayers, cards and well 
wishes following my cervical surgery.  Everything went well!  
I am truly blessed by our gracious Lord.  —Mary Laurel 
Underwood 

 

 

 

 

News of the Church Family 

(B.J. Hutto, continued)  
 Therefore, as September approaches, please go back over your yearly giving and see if there are any gifts that your 

family needs to catch up on. If you have any questions about your giving this year or in years past, please reach out to 

Vickie or Darrell, our church’s new financial administrator, in the church office (financial@habchurch.com). And, as 

always, “Thank You” to each of you for all that you are and all that you do. Hendricks Avenue Baptist Church has always 

been “A Place of Grace” within this community, and it’s because of you that it will always be one. 

Kind regards, 

B.J. Hutto 

 

New Spiritual Formation Group 

Companions in Christ  
Tuesdays, 6:30-8:00 p.m. (Location TBD) 

 

You are invited to join 
our new spiritual 
formation group 
called Companions in 
Christ, which begins 
Tuesday, 
September 6, and is 
facilitated by Susan & 
Joe Stepp. 
Registration is now 
open, and we are 
looking for 10 
members to join the 
group. The deadline 
to register is August 
15, or until the slots are filled.  First session 
begins Tuesday, September 6, and runs for 28 weeks.  
We will have 10 sessions in the fall and the remainder 
beginning in January 2023.  Schedule is determined by 
facilitators and group members.  Participants must 
purchase their books and materials. Click on this link to 
sign up:  https://www.signupgenius.com/
go/5080D4DAAAB23AAFE3-companions 

Welcome Darrell Mitchell to our team!  As Vickie 
Landers plans to retire after 20 years of service, Darrell 
Mitchell becomes our new financial administrator.  Come by 
the church office and introduce yourself to Darrell and thank 
Vickie for her good work. 

https://www.buzzsprout.com/225151
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAAAB23AAFE3-companions
https://www.signupgenius.com/go/5080D4DAAAB23AAFE3-companions
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Thank you to our 

wonderful Children’s 

Team:  Patti Carson, Julie 

Carter, Anne England, 

Courtney Hester, Ansley 

Parfitt, and Rachel 

Shapard.  They have been 

working hard planning fun 

and meaningful activities 

for our children! 

 

Children (up through fifth 

grade completed) are invited 

to the home of the Valents, 

1019 Elder Lane, 

Jacksonville.  

 Summer Sunday 

school for children 

entering first through 

fourth grades continues 

through the month of 

August.  The class meets 

on Sunday mornings 

from 9:45-10:45 in room 

E-14 and is taught by 

Laraine Humbert and 

Linda Nelson.  Please 

invite all first-fourth 

graders that you know! 
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We have many wonderful HAB folks who serve God by working behind 
the scenes.  You may not see them or realize everything they do, so we 
want to take turns highlighting some of these people who make our 
church family so great! 
 

 
 

Vickie Landers 
 

 “How did you come to HAB?”  I was sent to work at HAB as a staff accountant from a local CPA firm.  The 
church offered me a permanent position, and it was a match made in heaven! 
 “How long have you been at HAB?”  Almost 20 years. 
 “What do you do at HAB?”  I am responsible for the church’s financial reporting.    
 “What’s your favorite thing about HAB?”  It’s almost impossible to 
pick a favorite thing.  I love getting to work with the best staff anywhere.  I 
love getting to interact with church members.  The big thing I will carry away 
from HAB is the generosity of the people.  Some folks are always 
volunteering their time, and so many folks make financial contributions.  It is 
humbling to post contributions.  I am always amazed at the generosity.  
 “What’s something about you that most people don’t know?”   
I played the piano for a number of churches, as my father was a minister and 
my husband was a music minister.  The first time I played for church, I was a 
child and still at the stage where I could play the treble clef, and a small bit of 
the bass.  We needed a pianist at the last minute.  I didn’t want to do it, but 
my father picked me up and carried me to the piano bench.  I also tried my 
hand at playing the organ a few times.  One Sunday morning in the early 
1980s, I sat down at the organ to play the quiet, pre-service meditation 
music.  It woke everyone up because I had been practicing hymns and forgot 
to turn down the volume.  That was my last time playing the organ anywhere! 
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Astounding Accomplishments at Little Friends! 
By Julie Mason, Little Friends Board Chair 
 

 What an excellent year Little Friends has had!  In spite of the continuing threat 
of COVID, school year 2021-2022 was one of great accomplishments.  Take a quick look at 
some of Little Friends’ achievements this past year: 
 ● We have adapted two classrooms in the E wing for the three-year-olds and VPK 
kiddos for the coming year, as the one- and two-year-olds are bursting at the seams in the B 
wing. 

 ● Our wonderful 
S.T.E.A.M. (Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts, Math) Center opened with its 
exciting “innards,” such as the sand and light tables, the 
magnification table, the magnetic whiteboard with its many 
creative parts, child-size computers, and the mini-library with 
its reading tents and tepees, to name some of its wonders.  Of 
course this fabulous space is shared with Sunday School and 
others. 
 ● We built a new playground in the grassy area between 
the E wing and the back of the gym.  Again, this space will be 
shared with our Sunday School and Wednesday nighters. 
 ● We completely paid off our debt to Hendricks Avenue 
Baptist Church, which at the time the current Board was put 
into place in 2020, totaled $38,400.  
 ● Our property lease with the church now reflects the 
S.T.E.A.M. Center, a workroom for the teachers, a second 
playground, and a new office for the principal, in addition to 
our original quarters in the B wing. 
 ● With the additional space, including its small plumbing 
fixtures, our licensed capacity has been increased to 75 
children. 

 ● We installed the ProCare software as 
our operating system, which has significantly 
improved our recordkeeping, billing, 
security, and communications with parents.  
 ● We created a lead teacher position to 
provide backup for our principal, and we 
developed new job descriptions for the 
principal, lead teacher, and all teachers in 
general. 
 ● The Board approved a five-year 
expansion plan which would ultimately 
increase our enrollment to approximately 
90 children.  
 We did all this, and more...such as taking 
every possible opportunity to inform and 
educate HAB members about the mission, 
work, and accomplishments of Little 
Friends.  Little Friends also has established a 
terrific new liaison project with HAB 
between the two entities.  We also operated 
a successful five-week summer program 
again this year. 
 Yes, it’s been an astounding year! 

We have a Dino-mite 
preschool! 
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE 

www.habchurch.com 

for more information.  

4001 Hendricks Avenue 

Jacksonville, FL 32207-6321 
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